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Sciblog?

Blog anyone? Folks at
AEJMC are looking
for someone to captain
the SciGroup blog at
the website. Mich
Sineath at AEJMC
says the blog spot is
among the most
viewed on the web-
site. Interested?
Check it out at:
http://aejmc.org/talk/
Sineath added that a
new AEJMC feature
can be added to your
cell phone: it’s de-
signed to give you up-
dates on your phone,
and is called AEIMC
Now. To get started
log onto:
http://aejmc.org/talk/
wp-content/
uploads/2007/09/
aejmcnow-ad.pdf

Opportunity knocks for advanced study in sci-comm

Communication graduate students with an interest in science or risk are being recruited for an
interdisciplinary doctoral program at the University of Texas, says LeeAnn Kahlor. The program
on indoor environmental science and engineering works in tandem with faculty in journalism,
advertising, etc., and is offering a communication student tuition and a stipend. Application
deadline is March 1, and interested students are invited to contact Kahlor by email at
kahlor@mail.utexas.edu and visit the website at http://www.caee.utexas.edu/igert/index.cfm

Andrea Tan-
ner, University
of South Caro-
lina, chairs the
Science Com-
munication
Interest Group.

Strategizing, looking ahead

As | write, I’m heading
to the AEJMC mid-
winter meeting in St.
Louis to plan yet an-
other national conven-
tion. Transformation
will be the theme of
the 2008 convention in
Chicago.

However, this theme
will not only focus on
our ever-changing me-
dia environment, but
also the transformation
of our organization as
a whole, as we trans-
form or redefine
AEJMC in an effort to
maintain our position
as a leader for teach-
ing and research in
journalism and mass
communication.

This transformation in-

cludes SciGroup in
many ways. Our field is
expanding with an in-
creasing emphasis on
the environment and
health. This emphasis
was reflected in the
outstanding research
papers that were pre-
sented this past August
in Washington, D.C.

From a comparative
analysis of environ-
ment reporters to an
explication of concepts
regarding health lit-
eracy, it is clear that
our focus is more than
“traditional science”
and that the interplay
between media and
science, and the
consequences thereof,
are more important

than ever.

Therefore, as AEIMC
undergoes what they
term ““strategic plan-
ning,” our interest
group will be doing a
bit of planning as well.
There are several ini-
tiatives | would like to
share with you.

This year is SciGroup’s
formal assessment
year. Assessment will
take place at the Chi-
cago convention when
SciGroup officers meet
with members from
the Council of Divi-
sions.

This meeting is de-
signed to identify our
group’s strengths and
weaknesses, help us
set new goals and im-
prove on what we al-
ready do as an organi-
zation. | would like
input from all of you as
we enter this assess-
ment phase.

What can our organiza-
tion do to stand out
and what goals should
we set for
the next 5
years?
These are
guestions |
would like
you to at-
tempt to

(Continued)



answer over the next
few months. As part of ficers, we have de-

AEJMC’s strategic plan- cided to solicit input
ning, all divisions and

April 1 marks the deadline for papers for the 2008 annual

convention which will be held August 6-9 in Chicago.
D @ All papers are being accepted via the AEIMC All
A FE J M C Academic website. For details visit the website at

Chicage Auguct 2006 http://www.aejmc.org/08convention.php

Strategizing, looking ahead (continued)

in AEJMC for student-
produced research.

other SciGroup of- paper” for AEIMC. In
conclusion, as we em-
bark upon this year of

transformation, we This past year we have

from you via the Sci-

also recruited several

interest
new

roups are .
%eing News from the membership front members
asked to : : and en-
—— JoAnn Valenti, emeritus professor and former couraged
the status SciGroup chair (right), has returned to her native others to
of the Florida from Utah where she serves on several take a
field, or in | L ) - leader-
our case, Journal editorial boards and is a facilitator for an ship role
the status  environmental writing program in Kauai. Valenti in our
of science | _ . .. organiza-
communi- 1S an officer for the American Association for the tion, in-
cation. Advancement of Science (AAAS), which recently cluding
Ulti- elected S. Holly Stocking (Indiana) and Robert J. Griffin (Marquette) 0™
mately, L L ; Besley
each divi- Fellows for their distinguished contributions to the public understand-  from the
sion must  ing of science. From Nevada, Susanna Priest, editor of Science Commu- U_niver-
create a . ication, invit taries on trends and cont e e - Of
three to  hication, invites commentaries on trends and controversies in the field. south
five page  Priest also welcomes reviewers for books and prospective manuscripts. ~ Carolina
summary, - contact her at susanna.priest@unlv.edu as th,'s
which will year’s
be due PF&R

after the culmination

of the Chicago conven- When you receive the

Group listserv.

should also reflect
upon our past
accomplishments.

chair, Kristen Allen
Swain from the Univer-

tion.

Some of the larger
divisions are planning
panel discussions in
Chicago to debate and
discuss the status of
their field. However,
after chatting with
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e-mail (sometime dur-
ing spring semester),
please take a moment
to send me your
thoughts, in particular
in your area of science
expertise. | will com-
bine all of our re-
sponses into a “white

sity of Kansas as teach-
ing chair, and LeeAnn
Kahlor from the Uni-
versity of Texas as re-
search chair. | look
forward to working
with all of you over the
next year.

Although our member-
ship is small, we are an
extremely active and
dedicated group. Addi-
tionally, we continue
to offer the Eason
Award, which is the
most lucrative award



Stem cells, nanotech & alcohol draw prizes

Studies in framing of stem cell research landed Nicole Smith of the University of North Carolina (right
corner) the Eason prize for best student paper presented at SciGroup in 2007, while her study on public
understanding of nanotechnology earned Victoria Kramer (University of South Carolina, pictured next
to Smith) second place. Susanna Priest and Hui Liu (center photos) authored the top faculty paper on
public support for stem cell research, while second place honors went to faculty members Colleen Con-
nolly-Ahern at Penn State (left corner) and S. Camille Broadway, University of Texas at Arlington, for
their study on news coverage of fetal alcohol syndrome, according to Ron Yaros, Vice Chair.

terintuitive among

the readership of
this newsletter (the
very people who seek to
promote understanding
of science and society’s
utilization of science)
that there is a growing
specialty among moti-
vated communicators to
undermine science’s
role in decision-making.
But even casual observ-
ers of science communi-
cation and journalism
can see orchestrated
efforts to promote or
demote scientific find-
ings to facilitate legisla-
tive and regulatory
ends. Capitalizing on
scientific uncertainty
itself has become a
strategy among modern
motivated communica-
tors. Frank Luntz, au-
thor and former advisor
to the Republican Party,
employed this strategy
advising his clients to
make scientific uncer-
tainty the primary issue
in the global warming

I t may seem coun-

debate. If the public
felt scientific consensus

advances that burden of
proof ensuring no harm

had been o falls on
reached, Opinion those ini-
he ar- Joye Gordon tiating the
gued, poten-
opinion ponders tially dan-
would scientific gerous
change - activity.
accord- uncertamty In short,
ingly. Be- prove it is

liefs of scientific uncer-
tainty would not change
public opinion in this
case but would meet
the critical goal of pre-
venting mobilization of
opposing groups. In this
case, scientific uncer-
tainty became a tool to
delay governmental ac-
tion. Can lack of evi-
dence, therefore, be
interpreted as evidence
of lacking? Scientific
uncertainty can simulta-
neously be used as a
debate for delaying
regulation of some dan-
gerous activity and as
evidence that the pre-
cautionary principle
should be invoked. The
precautionary principle

safe before doing it.
The dual platform for
debate facilitates a dual
structure. On the one
hand transportation sys-
tems and energy pro-
ducers continue to pro-
duce unprecedented
volumes of carbon diox-
ide while the effects of
those emissions remain
under debate. At the
same time, industry ad-
vocates lament govern-
mental approval proc-
esses that delay getting
products to market. One
truth is that scientific
uncertainty is a sure
thing especially in fields
such as climate change
where modelers have no
comparable reality

check. Absolute cer-
tainty, in fact, runs
counter to most scien-
tists’ philosophies of the
endeavor of science.
The ideal that science,
even with its uncertain-
ties, can inform democ-
ratic decision-making is
under attack. Capitaliz-
ing on scientific uncer-
tainty goes into the tool
box of motivated com-
municators along with
funding favorable sci-
ence, publicizing select
findings, silencing ill-
suited evidence, and
discrediting opposing
voices. So what are we
to do? Realizing how
motivated communica-
tors capitalize on scien-
tific uncertainty may be
one contribution to our
own media literacy.
Promoting an under-
standing of motivated
communicator tactics
among our students can
only help them to be
more thoughtful and
critical citizens and me-
dia specialists.



New doctoral program offered at Colorado State University

Colorado State Uni-
versity has a new
doctoral program
geared to students
interested in science
communi-

The program is
housed in the uni-
versity’s Depart-
ment of Journalism
and Technical Com-

reers in the areas of
teaching and re-
search.

Teaching-Research.

Students pursuing

assistant.

Research Manage-
ment. The program
also trains students
to pursue communi-

. cation re-

cation. Board members elected

search and
The new The Science Communication Interest Group elected related
degree in  new officers at the August convention, according to manage-
Public Chair Andrea Tanner. Ronald Yaros (Utah) will serve  ment posi-
Communi- 35 vice president and LeeAnn Kahlor (Texas) takes tions out-
cationand oyer as research chair. John Besley (South Carolina) ~ Side aca-
Techno_l- oversees the Professional Freedom and Responsibility demia.
o0gytrains .,y mittee and Kristen Allen Swain (Kansas) will be Students
researchers . : . :
interested the new teaching chair. Newsletter duties continue un- can aug-
in the role der Cindy Coleman’s (Portland State) editorship, and ment their
of informa- JOY€ Gordon (Kansas State) maintains the SciGroup ~ formal
tioninthe Website. Tanner invites you to email her your com- training
public’s ments and concerns at Andrea.Tanner@gwm.sc.edu  through
under- assistant-

ships, re-

standing of contem-
porary issues.

SClphers ®

Sciphers is the newsletter
of the Science Communi -
cation Interest Group of
the Association for Educa
tion in Journalism and Mass
Communication, Andrea
Tanner, Chair.

Copies of Sciphers are
available at Joye Gordon’s
website http://jmc.ksu.
edu/scigroup, and at the
editor’'s website, http://
www.comm.pdx.edu/
faculty/coleman/coleman.
php. For more information
contact Cynthia-Lou Cole-
man at ccoleman@pdx.edu
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munication. Ac-
cepted students will
join with faculty
across campus who
are addressing com-
munication issues
involving science,
technology, the en-
vironment, health
and other applied
human sciences.

The new Ph.D. pro-
gram is intended to
prepare students for
research-related ca-

this path receive a
grounding in com-
munication theory
and research meth-
odology. As appro-
priate, students
learn how to apply
their own profes-
sional skills and de-
velop instructional
skills in the class-
room by teaching in
the department’s
undergraduate pro-
gram or by working
as aresearch

search projects
within the depart-
ment or with other
employers on or off
campus.

Graduate assistant-
ships are available
for students.

For information
about the program

visit the website at

http://www.
colostate.edu/dept/

TJ/phd/phd.html



